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The total walk of Gorman's Gap Road, the Marked Tree Line, is 
5.4 km each way, and should only be attempted by those who are 
fit. The upper end may be reached travelling south along Ruthven 
Street towards Hodgsonvale but turning left past the electricity sub-
station into Upper Flagstone Creek Road. The bottom is reached from 
Flagstone Creek road which branches of the Helidon-Grantham road. 
The Camel's Hump monument was erected by the committee and 
their relatives. The ten years work by the Committee was recorded 
on film by Wally Brunner with narrative by Bob Moncrieff and copies 
lodged with the film and Sound Archives in Canberra, and on video, 
with the Toowoomba Historical Society. 
But for the determination of Gilbert Elliot, Joe Archer, Owen 
Gorman, John Steery Baker, Arthur Hodgson and James "Cockey" 
Rogers, who faced hardship, deprivation, near-starvation and 
lonehness, the runs on Allan Cunningham's "glorious Darhng 
Downs" would probably have been abandoned. As it was, towns 
sprang up at the bullock-teams resting camps, such as "The Springs" 
(Drayton) and "The Swamp" (Toowoomba). 
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BOOK REVIEW: Christopher S. Milligan and John CH. Foley, 
Australian Hospital Ship CENTAUR: the Myth of Immunity (Nairana 
Publications, 6A Doncaster Street, Hendra, $24.95) 
During the earlier part of 1943 the eastern seaboard of Australia was 
being ravaged as the result of Japanese submarine attacks on allied 
shipping. Ship after ship was being sent to the bottom although some 
like the A.U.S.N. liner Ormiston managed to make the safety of port 
although seriously damaged. The eastern suburbs of Sydney (including 
Bondi) and Newcastle had been shelled from sea while Townsville and 
Mossman had been visited by Japanese flying-boats out of Rabaul, 
fortunately without any real damage. 
At about 2p.m. on Saturday 15 May 1943, an Avro Anson aircraft 
from R.A.A.F. Lowood was nearing the end of a convoy anti-
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submarine patrol some miles east of Moreton Island. As it was about 
to turn home to base with fuel running low, flying officers Crewes 
(pilot) and Keith (navigator) were surprised to see a distress flare rising 
from the sea beneath them. Investigating, they observed a huge oil 
shck along with debris, and clinging to pieces of raft and wreckage 
were small clusters of people, obviously survivors from some unknown 
and unreported vessel which had gone down in the vicinity. 
Almost simultaneously, lookouts from the destroyer U.S.S. 
Mugford, then escorting the British freighter, S.S. Sussex, to safe 
waters off the Queensland coast, spotted the same scene. Alerting 
the captain, Lieutenant-Commander Howard Corey U.S.N., who by 
then had also been requested by the aircraft to pick up survivors, he 
ordered his officer of the deck to tell the Sussex io "beat it" because 
of the possible presence of an enemy submarine. Corey, ever conscious 
of the possibility of imminent torpedo attack, then proceeded 
cautiously to rescue the 64 survivors of the Austrahan hospital ship 
Centaur sunk by Japanese submarine 1-177, commanded by 
Lieutenant-Commander Hajime Nakagawa, two nights previously, 
with a death toll of 268 including all but two senior medical personnel. 
These were Lieutenant-Colonel L. McD. Outridge, the CO. of the 
2/12th Field Ambulance of over 200 members then travelling to 
Cairns, and Sister Ellen Savage, the only survivor of the ship's nursing 
staff. 
Although there had been a radio operator on duty, no distress cah 
was ever received. Because of wartime exigencies, the Centaur, which 
had gone down in flames within three minutes, had not been missed 
by the authorities despite a report from a Lieutenant Ward of the still-
under-construction Rous Battery on Moreton Island of a "burst of 
bright light on the horizon erupting into a great fiery ball of an arc 
of about 10 degrees" at about 2p.m. It was also witnessed by his 
sergeant and a sapper. There had also been a radar report from an 
A.C.W. operator at Fort Lytton of a mysterious blip that appeared 
and subsequently disappeared in such a manner that it could only 
be construed as a submarine, a report not taken seriously. 
Such is the climax of a new book on the Centaur recently launched 
by former Governor, the Hon. Sir Walter Campbell, and written by 
co-authors. Captain John Foley, Torres Strait pilot and marine 
historian, and Dr Christopher S. Milligan, a former Director of 
Teacher Education and presently a member of the Curiculum and 
Instruction Department of McGill University, Montreal. Dr Milligan 
retains an abiding interest in the Centaur story as an uncle whom he 
never knew, A.B. David Milligan, was lost with the ship. Both Sir 
Walter and Captain Foley are Fellows of the Royal Historical Society 
of Queensland. 
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Although there has been a plethora of material published on the 
Centaur over the years (and particularly in 1993), this book is well 
worth reading, it is the result of many years of research by both authors 
and may in time become the definitive work on the subject. Being 
the fiftieth anniversary of the sinking, it is timely as well as being 
one of the most in-depth studies of the incident. 
As with the controversy surrounding the sinking of R.M.S. 
Lusitania during World War II, the Centaur story, which the authors 
have subtitled The Myth of Immunity, has also been a source of 
controversy, much of which Foley and Milligan have sought to dispel. 
Stories relating to the carriage of arms and ammunition (as was the 
case with the Lusitania), and the carriage of commando unit appear 
to be groundless. 
As far as the former was concerned, it is apparent that none was 
carried other than those carried by the 2/12th Field Ambulance for 
normal defensive purposes, and by the ship for similar purposes as 
the exploding of mines, both allowed under the terms of the Geneva 
Convention. It is noteworthy that both the Seamen's and Waterside 
Workers' Unions placed no embargo on the vessel's departure from 
Sydney once certain matters had been clarified satisfying them that 
the ship complied with all conditions relating to hospital ships. 
Another controversial point which is satisfactorily explained was 
the decision of the master (Captain G.A. Murray, who subsequently 
lost his life when the vessel went down) to deviate from Naval 
instructions to take the Centaur on a course further away from land, 
a course which in all probability would have been the prime reason 
for his jeopardising the lives of all on board. Admittedly his reasons 
for changing course were valid and his navigator, 2nd Mate R.G. 
Rippon (the senior surviving deck officer), concurred. Murray quite 
obviously was under the misapprehension as it turned out that his 
ship was immune from attack and that Japanese submarine 
commanders would adhere to the rules of conventional warfare. 
Well embellished by John Foley's knowledge of seafaring as a 
Master Mariner for many years, this is undoubtedly a book which 
provides exciting reading. It gives considerable insight into the 
conditions affecting Australian coastal shipping both before and after 
the entry of Japan into the war. 
As a point of interest early in the book, the authors mention the 
role of the Centaur in its previous capacity as a merchant ship when 
it took part in the rescue of German seamen from the sunken raider 
Kormoran in late November 1941 subsequent to the Kormoran's fatal 
engagement with H.M.A.S. Sydney, an action following which the 
Sydney disappeared with its entire crew leaving hardly a trace. 
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